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Rationale

Findings

Through the study of Instagram’s similarities to
other “big moments” in photography, the
characteristics that make something relevant and
successful will become apparent. Further research
and analysis will provide a better understanding of
the level of importance that Instagram has in the
history of photography.

Instagram is similar to other “big moments” in photography for a few
reasons. First, humans are and have always been a visual species –
we enjoy seeing things. Second, Instagram, like the Daguerreotype,
the Brownie camera, and the digital camera, is a place and means for
documentation of ones’ life. Third, people use Instagram and these
other “big moments” as a way to connect with and share with one
another.

Existing Research

Research Questions
1. What similarities does Instagram have with other “big
moments” in the history of photography?
2. What elements in our culture led to these particular
moments being successful?
3. Why do people use Instagram and is it different from
the ways photography was used in the past?
4. What distinguishes Instagram from other social media
sites in regards to how content is featured and shared?

Key Terms
• Social media – Media platforms that facilitate the social
creation, sharing, and dissemination of media content.
• Instagram – A free online photo sharing and social network
platform; allows members to upload, edit, and share photos
to other members.
• “Big Moment” (photography) – A specific event or
development that is/was significant because of the
implications that it had on its field.
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Data/Case Study
• General observations of Instagram
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• Daguerreobase. (n.d.). Retrieved April 03, 2017, from http://
www.daguerreobase.org/en/knowledge-base/what-is-adaguerreotype
• Kodak Brownie Camera. (2016, June 06). Retrieved April 04, 2017,
from https://www.fi.edu/history-resources/kodak-brownie-camera

Future Study
• Compare the types of photos taken by people over the course of
the history of photography to figure out what has changed and
what has led to that change.
• Study the way people make money on Instagram via photography
and compare that to how people made money with photography
before Instagram (or other social media sites).
• Analyze how the use of Instagram has changed over the years.
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